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1. Abstract

I propose to build a Flash-based magazine website for the fictional
publication Delicious Byrony, which publishes information, news and reviews
about free eBooks based on out-of-copyright literature. The website will
specifically publish reviews of e-books in the genre of Gothic horror, as well

as provide information about eBook reading software and hardware.

The website will function as a digital link between the magazine and the
Internet, where eBooks will generally be sourced. The site will provide links
to free eBooks and websites that publish them, as well as to reviews and

comparisons of eBook reading software and hardware.

The website will be designed using the Flash CS3 IDE using Actionscript 2,

and deployed on an XHTML web page.
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2. Goals

I intend to build this website with the following goals in mind:

e The web site should be viewable on a wide range of browsers and
operating systems. The site must be respectful of a user’s desktop
resolution.

e The site must be professionally written and appropriate for the

content matter.
e The site must be visually appropriate, fonts and colours used must be
fairly neutral, perhaps representative of words on a page.

e Video and audio content, perhaps in the format of a Flash screencast,

should be included on the site.

The site should be clearly defined and easily interpreted by users who may
not have encountered the site or any similar media before. The site should
explain its content and goals on the front page, and should have a common

structure and navigation that adheres to established conventions.
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3.0. User experience

3.1. Audience

The target audience will be the same group as the mother publication -
adults with an interest in reading old literature - perhaps 30 years of age
upwards. Thus, the visual appearance and accessibility of the site must
adhere to this group. Some knowledge of using web sites can be assumed,
but the site must adhere to usability and accessibility conventions. Also, the
site must be visually designed to complement the mother publication - it
should have neutral colours that do not detract from the content of the site.
With this in mind, the site should not discriminate against any other target

group, and should have reasonable accessibility to all users.

3.2. Competitive analysis

The site will be placed in a small niche on the Internet. Detailed searching
reveals that most eBook related sites are either e-commerce stores hoping
to sell their wares to users, or marketing sites that sell reviews of e-books in
order to generate positive publicity. Delicious Byrony can therefore be an
impartial information source about eBooks - what they are, where to

download them, how to view them, etc.
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Perhaps the closest site is Planet eBook, which publishes eBooks of out-of-
copyright literature and provides them freely to the public. I will make

reference to this resource on Delicious Byrony.

800 Free eBooks at Planet eBook - Classic Novels and Literature You're Free to Share

| P http:/ /www.planetebook.com/ B'Q- Google

Free eBooks  Blog  Mewsletter Old  About

Planet eBook

Unabridged Audiobooks E-textbooks Grow All Day Publications

Make Huge Savings On Our Unabridged View range from major publishers Modern This Is the enly place you can shop for all

Titles. Starting At Just £7.99! teaching for students your digital ebooks

Audible.co.uk WWW. JSCampus. co.uk/ ebooks www.growalldaypublications.com

Ads by Google U
Classic literature for download as free eBooks View A Sample Book
To see a sample of our classic books without

3 ookrrry Q) gl * H * having to download the PDF version first, click

on the book below for a quick preview.

Welcome to Planet eBook, the home of free classic literature. All our novels and books are
entirely free for you to dewnload and share with your friends, classmates, students, anyone!
Scroll down the page to see the full list of free eBooks.

Terasurr Isiann
* Suggest an eBook | Subscribe: eBooks newsletter | eBooks blog )

The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells

No one would have believed in the last years of the nineteenth
century that this world was being watched keenly and closely by
intelligences greater than man's and yet as mortal as his own; that
as men busied themselves about their various concemns they were
scrutinised and studied, perhaps almost as narrowly as a man with a
microscope might scrutinise the transient creatures that swarm and
multiply in a drop of water. With infinite complacency men went ...

®1ssuu

Figure 1 - Planet Ebook (http://planetebook.com)
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4.0. Content

4.1.1. Page content

The site will have the following sections as will be published at the climax of

this project.

Home page

The home page will be the first the user is presented with when the site
loads. On it will be visible the site logo, the navigation, and the site footer -
these common elements will be displayed on every page. In addition to this,
the home page will content a text area with a welcoming message and an

explanation of the site’s purpose and resources.

Book library
The library page will contain a visual grid of the eBook reviews that have
been published on the website, as well as a text area explaining the purpose

of the page. The individual books will link through to their specific review.

Software

The software page will contain an image of a commonly used piece of eBook-
reading software (perhaps Adobe Reader), as well as a text area explaining
what eBook reading software is. The page will link to commonly used
software, as well as to an on-site screencast demonstrating some eBook

software in use.
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Hardware
The hardware page will contain similar content to the software page,
instead presenting information about eBook reading hardware, and links to

reviews of such.

4.1.2. Video and audio content

The site will publish a Flash-based screencast, which will guide the user in
searching for, downloading and opening an eBook in reading software on
the OS X operating system. Further tutorials would show the same process

on Windows and Linux systems.

4.2. Functional requirements

e A modern web browser:
o Firefox
o Safari
o Internet Explorer 6 or above
¢ Flash 8 player plugin for aforementioned browser.
e A working internet connection (high-speed required for audio-visual

material).
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5.0. Project Structure

5.1. Architectural blueprints

The following diagram shows the navigational and physical structure of the
site. The site adheres to the “three click” usability convention where any

page on the site must be accessible in a maximum of three mouseclicks.

Home
Book library Software Hardware
Review pages Video screencast
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6.0. Visual design

6.1. Photoshop mockup

The following is an initial design mockup in Photoshop, which I used as a

template for the final site in Flash.

A SMATL LIBRARY OF VICTORIAN GOTHIC EBOOKS

Delicious Bgrong

HOME - ABOUT - BOOKS - SOFTWARE - HARDWARE

THE SIGNALMAN L orem 1psum dolor sif amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Vivamus

sed sapien at misi eletfend scelenisque. Etiam porttifor sem quis I
CHARLES DICKENS pede. Prom luctus elementum dolor Nulla facilisi. Fusce
condimentum.

Aliquam elit enim, viverra sit amet, auctor ut, suscipit vitae, ligula.
Nulla ultricies neque quis ante. Donec eros. Morb1 vel justo sed turpis
posuere posuere. Nullam eleifend tellus facilisis leo. Vestibulum egestas
pharetra lorem. Cras nec elit.

Vivamus sit amet mauns i mu accumsan venenatis. Ut odio diam,
cursus eget, semper non. mollis ac. diam. Donec volutpat augue
vestibulum leo. Nulla metus. Mauris aliquam tempus sapien. Cras
tempus tristique lacus. Phasellus venenatis. Phasellus faucibus ipsum
aliquam leo. Proin aliquam sagittis urna. In non orci. Morbi aliquet,
quam ac condimentum lacinia, lectus nibh rutrum risus, a dictum nisi
metus non metus. Fusce a uma vel dolor pulvinar interdum. Morbi
tempus.

Quisque suscipit lobortis furpis. Donec tellus risus, adipiscing a,
convallis eu, egestas sed, augue. Quisque id velit in velit vestibulum
scelerisque. Sed scelerisque dictum sem. Pellentesque habitant morbi
tristique senectus et nefus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Morb:
ante. Quisque ut m1. Aenean nist. Mauns nulla.

R

o [@]  wsawm ]

Figure 2 - Photoshop Design Mockup
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6.2. Site identity

The site will display the same logo used in the mother publication, the
titular Delicious Byrony. The type face is “Bibliotheque” in white, displayed

on a dark gray background.

Delicious Bgr ony

Figure 3 - Delicious Byrony Logo

6.3. Site colours

Colours used on the website should be similar to those in the mother

publication. The site will use neutral grays and blacks on standard white, in
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order to create the most legible display area. Colour will be provided by

images of book covers and eBook software/hardware.

Content Colour
Main logo #FFFFFF
Header/footer background #515151
Content background #FFFFFF
Text colour #515151
6.4. Fonts

The following are the fonts intended to be used on the site. They will be

required to be embedded within the Flash document.

Logo Bibliotechque
Headings & navigation Augustus
Main text Times New Roman
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6.5. Screen mockup

The following is a screen mockup of a review page in the Flash IDE.

deliciousbyrony.swf

A SMALL LIBRARY OF GOTHIC HORROR EBOOKS

Delicious Bgrong

HOME

STRANGE CASE
OF DR JEKYLL
AND MR HYDE

ROBERT LOUIS
STEVENSON

STRANGE CASE

DR JEKYLL axp MR HYDE

ROBERT LOTIS STRVENRON

[
LONGMANE, OLEEE AND OO

BOOKS - SOFTWARE - HARDWARE

Lorem mpsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Praesent purus purus,
ornare quis, commodo sit amet, viverra eget, Iibero. Nunc erat orcl egestas
pulvinar. tincidunt non. eleifend sit amet, leo. Integer luctus. tortor sed convallis
congue, nunc nulla uctus odio, at ornare mauris tellus adipiscing eros. Duis
magna mi, tristique nec, hendrert tmeidunt, dignissim non, lorem. Nulla augue
mi rhoncus ut, lobortis ut, mattis ef. dul Vestibulum ante psum primis m
faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; In mi leo, cursus et,
volutpat at, molestie eget, massa. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Pellentesque
quis enim nec risus pellentesque venenatis. Nam ut fels wd orci bibendum
viverra. Vestibulum laoreet ante a ante. Nullam at augue. Duis eget odio.

Nulla ante erat, pretum et, accumsan eget, aliquet nec, turpis. Praesent sed
tellus imperdiet odio rutrum malesuada. Nulla condimentum ante sit amet justo
porta gravida. Curabitur cursus lorem non pede. Etiam eu mi eu nulla dictum
laculis, Etiam suscipit. Duls commodo posuere sapien. Vestibulum tempor lectus
non enim. Nullam sagittis vehicula nulla. Pellentesque ut nunc. Phasellus eros
nisi, varis non, aliquet nec, dictum adipiscing, metus. Suspendisse tortor lacus,

Figure 4 - Screen mockup in Flash IDE
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Design notes
e Site logo, global navigation and footer are clearly marked and
conform to common guidelines.
e Book title and author clearly emboldened on the left of the review,
captioning the book cover image.
e Review content text is appropriately sized, with good line-height and

colour for ease of reading.
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7.0. Bibliography
7.1. Books

e Essential Actionscript 2.0 published by O’Reilly, written by Colin Moock.

7.2. Software

e Adobe Photoshop CS3
e Adobe Flash CS3

e Codal.6.1

7.3. Websites

e Planet eBook (http://planetebook.com)

e Wikipedia (http://wikipedia.org)

e daFont (http://dafont.com)
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8.0. User testing

In order to improve the end quality of the project, user testing was
employed at three distinct periods of the design process. Firstly, the initial
planning stage, then the development stage, and finally the site in its
finished state. This should allow measurement of user satisfaction

throughout the project, and determine if specific user concerns were

addressed.

Using subjects from the aforementioned target audience, I performed one-

on-one user testing with four users, and obtained the following;:
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8.1. Planning stage

Page 17

Do you feel the proposed site is
suitable as an introduction to
eBooks?

Yes With improvement No

Do you feel the site's proposed visual
design is suitable for the content

matter?
3
-
0
Yes With improvement No

What one additional feature would
you like to see on the site?

3

1

.

Audio/visual tutorial eBook comments
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8.2. Development stage

Page 18

Do you feel the finalised design has
improved since planning stages?

3

1

B

Yes No

Would the site benefit from a footer

area?
2
1 1
Definitely Perhaps Not at all

With the monitor resolution at
800x600, is the site still viewable?

3

1

I

Yes No
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8.3. Site completion

Page 19

Can you easily navigate to an eBook
review on the site?

0 0

Yes With difficulty Not at all

Is the Flash screencast on the
software page understandable, both
visually and audibly?

Yes No

What area of the site would you like
to see improved post-development?

2

Visual design Number of reviews Amount of scrolling
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8.4. User testing conclusions

The performed user testing proved invaluable during the development
process, as users provided interesting snippets of information and
suggestions during the sessions. I found that beyond the questions asked,
many small changes were made to improve the usability and accessibility of

the site.

In addition to small changes, a

(=) O o [ Tuterial.mow |
E e

_j & hup:/ fwww.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en-us&g=dorian+gray+ebook&ie=UT|

number of sweeping decisions e wws vew s wa oeer

L)gle dorian gray ebook Search ;d,';fifaa =

were made in order to improve

re of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde - Project Gutenberg
1 © free eBook: The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. ... Did you know that
the slte - the number Of eBOOk us produce ebooks by prmf readmgjust one page a.

erg.org/etext/4078 - 14k - =

re of Dorian Gray - Downloadd{gee eBook
e Picture of Derian Gray by Oscar Wilde free from Planet eBook. the home of

reVieWs on the site was of classic literature and novels.

:book.com/The-Picture-of-Dorian-Gray.asp - 15k

Ture Presents Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray
: Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray. The entire novel in an ... Hypertext

increased7 the navigation was al Edition of. Oscar Wilde's Plcture aof Dorl_an Gray -

com/wilde/dorgray.html - 11k -

re of Dorian Gray eBook
of Dorian Gray eBook. The F\cture :}f Dnrlan Gray ebook

made clearer and each item Gs.com/ebooks/ 174/ - 3k - Cashed

separated, text content

throughout the site was tuned to

Figure 5 - eBook Screencast

improve readability, and a Flash screencast was added to the site. All this

was achieved through both positive and negative feedback provided.
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9. Project blog

Throughout the project I produced a sporadically updated blog filled with

nonsensical ramblings and some notes on the project and difficulties I faced.

The blog can be viewed at http://deliciousbyrony.wordpress.com

Delicious Byrony
2} _ @h(tp:,ffdeliciousbvronv.wordnress.(om,f

[E8 glQ- coogle

«! Delicious Byrony

B Entries (RSS) B Comments (RSS)

Home NGNS

Search
It’s All Over

Posted by: niceguyjames on: January 4, 2009

3 In: Uncategorized &) No Comments

Top Posts  Latest Comments Tags

None

[ Categories

Uncategorized (8)

0 Archives

January 2009
thankis for all the support, guys Sam e S

November 2008

lowe, James

That’s all, folks. Links to follow!

© Tags: all over, completely finished and done over with, finished

v

BN

Figure 6 - Delicious Byrony Project Log
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